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Strategic Transport

Port Access

 The programme of multi-modal interventions is continuing including rail 
infrastructure requirements. Amendments to the internal rail layout within the 
Port of Liverpool have delayed work on the doubling of the rail line into the Port 
and Network Rail has indicated that work should be completed in 2019. 
Subsequent improvements to signals at Earlestown West have also been 
delayed but are expected to be delivered by the end of 2020.

 Highways England has not yet provided any updated timetable for the project, 
but it is now likely that the consultation would not take place until autumn 2019, 
which will affect the potential date for Highways England to submit their 
application to the Planning Inspectorate.

LTP and Growth Plan

 Sefton is continuing to work with the Liverpool City Region Combined Authority 
(LCRCA), Merseytravel and the other local authorities on the delivery of the 
transport capital programme.

 Works commenced on the construction of the new slip roads at junction 1 of the 
M58 motorway on 20th May 2019. Early access agreements were signed with 
the various landowners to allow land entry in advance the land becoming vested 
in the Council. In all cases agreements have been reached with all the 
landowners over land price and the conveyancing process has begun. The 
Compulsory Purchase Order notices were eventually signed by Highways 
England and the threat of the Notices being served, which would result in the 
land price being agreed through arbitration, prompted the landowners to agree 
the land sales.

 If the scheme is delivered within the programme then the slip roads should be 
operational in spring 2020. At this stage, the slip roads and associated land will 
transfer to Highways England. The Contractor, John Sisk and Sons, have 
registered on the Considerate Constructors scheme and are keen to ensure a 
good score. To help achieve this, they will be taking measures to ensure that 
the scheme is delivered with as little disruption as possible.

 Works are progressing on the North Liverpool Key Corridor (A565) scheme 
which runs from Millers Bridge junction in Sefton to the Leeds Street junction in 
Liverpool. The kerbing and ducting works have been completed at the junction 
of Millers Bridge/Derby Road (A565) junction and the surfacing works have 



been undertaken over two consecutive weekends. This is with the aim that 
works can be completed at the junction by the end of June 2019.

 The necessary land to the east side of the section within Sefton was secured 
some months ago. This has allowed the new boundary wall to be constructed, 
the excavation to be completed, the new cables and ducts laid and service 
connections made. This has released the existing footway to be converted to 
carriageway.

 Liverpool City Council have experienced some delay in securing the land 
currently occupied by Wildthang and Lookers (both on A565 in Liverpool, 
immediately adjacent to the boundary with Sefton). The agreement appears to 
be for a new facility to be constructed, the existing building to be vacated and 
demolition secured before the land is vested to the Council and necessary 
highway works undertaken. This process is expected to take more than 12 
months and therefore is likely to affect the completion date of the scheme. 
Consideration is being given as to whether this element of work is delivered 
separately from the current contract. Completion is unlikely to be achieved until 
summer 2020 and agreement has been reached on a ‘semi-permanent’ traffic 
management arrangement for south bound traffic until the final works are 
completed.

 Works have progressed on Regent Road (A5036 Dock Road) with the new 
cycleway completed at the southern end. Surfacing works are planned for the 
summer and autumn once the works have completed at the junction of Derby 
Road (A565)/ Millers Bridge.

 Work continues on the sustainable transport intervention proposals for Years 
3-6 as part of the City Region programme. Sefton has three schemes in the 
programme, amounting to almost £3m of allocated funding. This consists of 
three phases of improvements on the A565, in Seaforth, Waterloo and 
Thornton, as well as a cycle route between Maghull and Kirkby and East-West 
cycle improvements in Southport. The various licenses and land agreements 
necessary to facilitate the cycle improvements are progressing. The 
improvement scheme on Buckley Hill Lane (to relieve Edge Lane) is currently 
being delivered. A planning application for the Maghull to Kirkby cycle route has 
been submitted.

 The strategic outline cases for the Southport Eastern Access (A570) and the 
Maritime Corridor (A59/A5036 area) projects were submitted and have been 
appraised. Grant funding offers to allow the Business Cases for each project to 
be progressed are expected to be approved by the Combined Authority in June.  

 The programme of Local Growth Fund schemes on the Key Route Network 
includes proposals for a major junction improvement at the Dover 
Road/Liverpool Road South junctions on the A59 Northway. The scheme 
design has been completed, the necessary land has recently been secured, 
stats diversions have been agreed and the tender documents are being 
completed so that a contractor can be appointed. It is intended that the stats 
diversions can start on site in summer 2019, with the main works following in 
the autumn.

Local Transport Schemes

 The Transportation Capital Programme for 2019/20 was agreed with Cabinet 
Member in June 2019. 



Sustainable Transport

 The bid for the European Sustainable Urban Development (SUD) fund 
submitted to the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) 
was approved in December 2018. The design of a new, inland pedestrian and 
cycle route at Crosby Coastal Park, which will avoid the issue of wind-blown 
sand on the promenade has begun. Similarly design work is progressing on the 
Coastal Road cycle route with a view to delivery in Autumn 2019.

Highway Development and Design

Planning Applications

 In March, April & May 2019, the team has processed 232 planning applications 
despite some ongoing challenges associated with availability of staff. This 
includes applications for sites identified in the Council’s adopted Local Plan. 
This continues to involve close liaison with case officers from the planning 
department.

Section 38 Highways Act 1980 legal agreements

 There has been a consistently high level of submissions and the subsequent 
processing of these at times, lengthy and complex applications, particularly 
following the approval of planning applications for Local Plan sites.

 The report is as follows: - 

 No of live s38 and current developments subject to a s38 application - 33 

 No of stalled or no activity (on the part of a developer) – 8 but developers 
continue to be followed up on these matters

 Number of development sites adopted within the last 3 months - 1

 No of submissions awaiting technical approval - 7

 Number of new and recent submissions awaiting administrative set up - 5 

Section 278 Highways Act 1980 legal agreements

 The numbers of this type of applications remains high, generally due to the 
approval of planning applications for Local Plan sites. Whilst a number of these 
schemes have been completed in the last period, a number of new applications 
have also been received.

 The team are currently managing 56 live s278 HA 1980 highway works 
schemes in various stages of development on behalf of the Council and with 
values exceeding £1.5m.  The successful delivery of these schemes is 
dependent on close liaison with the Legal, Finance and Planning Departments.

Public Rights Of Way (PROW)

 English Coastal Path - Liaison with Natural England and Green Sefton is 
continuing and on-site route feasibility reviews are almost completed. Green 
Sefton are closely involved in this project with available time charging to cover 
staffing resources and overheads. Natural England’s programme is to publish 
the report identifying the route and the margin in November 2019. 



 Advising on the preparation of two Schedule 14 Applications for up to nine 
additional PROWs. One application for 1 PROW is almost complete, subject to 
confirmation of the Order. The other 8 are associated with the St Luke’s Church 
Road scheme below.

 St Luke’s Church Road application is ongoing with contract negotiations with 
landowners. One landowner has signed the agreement and negotiations are 
continuing with the other three. The Planning Inspectorate has requested an 
update on progress with the application.

 Formby Footpath No 6 – diversion order is currently out for consultation, closing 
date is end of June.

  
Strategic Highways Development and Future Planning  

 The team is continuing to work closely with the Planning Department to provide 
a ‘One Council’ strategic approach to development to ensure that the necessary 
new transport infrastructure is in place to support new developments coming 
forward in future years.

 The team is seeing more developments affecting the daily operation of the 
highway and as such, at the request of the Planning Committee, we are asking 
to see more construction traffic management plans so that we can manage the 
highway network efficiently and effectively with minimum disruption to users of 
the highway and with the important benefit of highway safety. Once plans have 
been agreed, the team is working closely with colleagues in network 
management and planning to ensure that the plans are being adhered to.

Highway Design 

 This part of the team continues to support the development control function and 
the delivery of strategic transport investment schemes, such as potential major 
schemes and the STEP programme.

 Current schemes include:

 Dover Road/Liverpool Road North junction improvements on A59 Northway 
– design and procurement of a scheme to improve capacity at this junction 
thus improving the journey experience along the length of A59 through 
Maghull with works expected to start in summer 2019;

 Various cycle improvement schemes to link the eastern side of Southport 
(Kew area) to the town centre and seafront and the Maghull to Kirkby cycle 
route, all funded through the STEP programme.

 Site supervision of the Edge Lane/Buckley Hill Thornton junction 
improvements is ongoing with an anticipated completion in summer 2019.

Permit Scheme

 The 4th year annual review has now been completed. The number of works has 
increased from the previous year, however, the average duration for each 
works has reduced to 2.4 days.

 The scheme objectives and income targets continue to be met.



Winter Service

 The consultation letter has been sent out to all councillors as part of the annual 
review. The last date for comments is 28th June.

 Updated guidance has recently been published by the National Winter Service 
Research Group. Recommendations, in line with the guidance, will be produced 
as part of the annual review.

Street Lighting

 A first year Annual Review has taken place with the lighting Contractor.  There 
were a number of areas where both parties felt improvement could be made on 
how the service is delivered.  Such issues are currently being addressed and 
lessons learnt from the first year have been taken on board.  Generally, the 
number of ‘known’ outages remains low.

 New faults are still being received daily from the public which continue to be 
recorded and processed accordingly.  It is felt that outages on the main roads 
are not being reported to the same extent of that in residential areas.

 A new deal for street lighting energy for the next financial year has been 
procured.  Final details of which are awaited so that predicted costs can be 
calculated for the forthcoming year.

Traffic Signals

 The Liverpool City Region Combined Authority (LCRCA) joint Traffic Signal 
Maintenance Contract continues to function well across the city region.

 The LCRCA Urban Traffic Control (UTC) Communications upgrade project 
remains ongoing with a current forecast completion date of January 2019.

 Major junction works continue at Derby Road/Millers Bridge (A565) as part of 
the North Liverpool Key Corridor project however the planned commissioning 
date for mid-June has now been pushed back.

Highway Maintenance

 The delivery of the Highway Maintenance programme remains ongoing with 
carriageway resurfacing projects continuing.

 The start of the micro asphalt programme has been delayed due to wet weather 
and is now unlikely to commence until mid-July.

 Weeds - There have been recent concerns raised about the effectiveness of 
the current weed control measures in the Borough. Highways are working 
closely with both the weed spray Contractor and Cleansing on how the situation 
can be improved both short term and long term.  The weed spray programme 
is currently being negatively impacted upon due to the wet weather.

Burials and Cremations

New Software
The Burials and Cremation service has a statutory duty to maintain records (e.g. burial, 
cremation and grave registers) in perpetuity. Since 2000 records have been stored 
electronically on bespoke software.  



However, this software is now no longer supported and is incompatible with the new 
ICT infrastructure across the Council. As such, a procurement exercise was 
undertaken and a new system was purchased, namely ‘Plotbox’. This system also 
handles the burial and cremation bookings and provides an interface with our Funeral 
Directors. Data migration is now underway and ‘Plotbox’ will go live by the end of the 
year.

Cremator Maintenance
Following the new cremator installation at Southport Crematorium some six years ago, 
the maintenance function was procured, through open competitive tender, and the 
contract awarded to the cremator supplier and is active until 2020. This maintenance 
contract was extended to cover the new cremators installed at Thornton Garden of 
Rest in 2017 and will remain in place until the end of this year when a new ‘combined’ 
contract will be procured.

Grants of Burial
The rights to a grave are granted via issue of a grave deed.  This deed can be assigned 
or bequeathed (upon the grantee’s death). The increasing complexity of family 
relationships have outpaced the legislation, which is now up to 170 years old, leading 
to some complex issues.  Changes to deed management were instigated locally in 
2014/15 and this was met with some resistance from funeral directors at the time, 
partly due to their lack of knowledge of this complex area of work.  To counter this 
resistance, the Institute of Cemetery and Crematorium Management (ICCM) nationally 
engaged funeral director associations and published information to support burial 
authorities with regards to the importance of proper deed management.  However, 
with GDPR legislation now completing its first year, the need for more changes to our 
approach has become evident.  National guidance will be implemented in Sefton as 
soon as it becomes available.

Bootle Cemetery Signage
The new style of signage for the service area was installed in Bootle Cemetery and 
will be replicated elsewhere as funding allows.

ICCM metals recycling cheque presentation
Some metals survive the cremation process, e.g. artificial joints.  These metals form 
part of the deceased’s estate and consent is sought from the cremation applicant to 
dispose of these metals on their behalf.  The metals are recycled by a charity and the 
cash surplus is allocated by the ICCM to charities nominated by participating 
crematoria.  This year in Sefton the Mayor’s Fund will receive the surplus and Cabinet 
Member Leisure Services will present a cheque for £8,000 to the Mayor this August.

Transport and Vehicle Maintenance

We are currently in the process of procuring fleet renewals for Cleansing, Green 
Sefton and a number of other services across the Authority.  We are also recruiting for 
a new ‘Chargehand Mechanic’ (the supervisory presence in the workshop). We 
continue to provide Tachograph and MOT services to the public and businesses as 
well as our own fleet. We are also working closely with Cleansing colleagues on the 
specification for the new refuse collection fleet, including the in-cab technology which 
will, amongst other things, provide a more efficient approach to vehicle fault 
diagnostics. 

School Crossing Service

We have recruited a new Senior Supervisor for the service and still continue to provide 
an excellent level of cover across the borough. 



We have received a number of requests to establish new sites. We are currently going 
through the establishment process for these requests to determine if they meet the 
criteria. Recruitment of Patrols has always been difficult and we try wherever possible 
to recruit form the local community.  We have recently had discussions with our 
colleagues in the Communications Team and we plan to advertise on social media 
sites such as Twitter, Facebook, etc.

Cleansing Services 

Food Waste
The Food Waste Collection Service was suspended at the beginning of June due 
partly to the cost of collection, which was approximately three times that of the grey 
bin collection. Food waste should now be wrapped wherever possible and placed in 
the grey bin for collection. The Council awaits the outcome of the DEFRA consultation 
on the provision of food waste post 2023.

DEFRA Consultation
The Council, along with colleagues from the LCR region and the MRWA, have also 
responded to the DEFRA consultation on the future for waste and recycling, the 
consultation asks for views (post 2023) on food waste (as referred to above) in addition 
to the future of green (garden) waste collections being “free”, alignment of receptacles 
across English Councils, and a minimum standard for collection of certain recycled 
items such as paper, cardboard, glass and plastics.
 
‘In- Bloom’ Grants
The Council received a ‘one-off’ grant at the end of March to assist with cleansing 
activity in ‘High Street’ across the Borough. Sefton used some of this this grant to fund 
replacement litter bins, 90 in total which are almost fully installed.  The Council also 
ran an ‘improve your local high street’ exercise with all ‘In Bloom’ groups across the 
Borough. The successful groups received a one-off grant of between £750 and £1,500.  
The groups will use these monies to plant shrubs/ flowers/ perennials and planters to 
improve local high street amenities.

Weeds
The street cleansing operation is currently dealing with a large amount of weed growth, 
especially in the South of the Borough, additional staff have been recruited on short 
term contracts to assist the weed spraying programme until mid-August.

Refuse Fleet Procurement
The Council is shortly to commence a procurement exercise for the replacement in 
2020 of most of its refuse fleet. The fleet will be fitted with the latest ‘Euro 6’ engines, 
which reduce emissions and carbon footprint. The Council is also encouraging 
tenderers to submit bids for hybrid (dual fuel usage) vehicles, updates will be supplied 
as the procurement exercise is undertaken.

Cleansing Services will also be actively participating in all of the major events up and 
down the Sefton coastline during the summer months, such as the Southport Flower 
Show, the Air Show, the Musical Fireworks and a variety of festivals and local events.  
The service has recently been highly praised for the cleansing activities undertaken 
during the Food and Drink festival in early June in Southport, which saw thousands of 
visitors enjoying an event in the park.



Sefton Arc

Insourcing Electrical Works
With effect from April 1st this year, all electrical works across the Council’s buildings 
and facilities portfolio was taken back in-house. Sefton Arc now delivers all 
inspections, maintenance and repair work and it is expected that additional savings 
will be delivered via this process.  This is in addition to maintaining all Fire alarms and 
emergency lighting systems.

Knowsley Council Contract
Sefton Arc now supplies Knowsley Council with over 180 Lone Worker devices across 
a range of service areas.  In Sefton, all social workers have now been issued with the 
device free of charge.  This ensures that the Council meets its requirements to provide 
safe working environments for staff and to support those who due to the nature of their 
job, have to operate within what can be challenging environments.

Fire Alarm Installations
Sefton Arc’s Security Installation Team are currently very busy with an ongoing Fire 
Alarm installation at Merchant Taylors school in Crosby, which will carry on until 
September 2019. In addition, we are carrying out upgrades to Fire and Security 
systems at Linacre Primary School, Bootle, and Chesterfield High Academy in Crosby.

Catering and Building Cleaning Services

School Financial Pressures
With schools finding their funding stretched more than ever before, in order to balance 
their budgets, many schools are reviewing their options as regards catering and 
cleaning provision. Some schools have put or are in the process of putting their 
services out to competitive tender, whilst other schools need to reduce the cost of their 
services by reducing the provision they receive. Officers are working with our partners 
in schools to creatively address the problems they are facing but also supporting staff 
through what can be an unsettling time.

Special Event and Facility Cleaning
Staff in the Building Cleaning service have provided cleaning services at the recent 
Southport Food & Drink Festival as well as the Waterloo Festival. The Building 
Cleaning service are also providing cleaning to the toilets at Ainsdale beach. Despite 
the poor weather, these toilets receive a lot of use and need an on-site presence to 
ensure they are fit for purpose. The Council has received many positive comments 
from visitors on the high standard of cleanliness at both the Ainsdale toilets and the 
events which they have visited.

‘Young Baker’ Competition
The Cook in Charge (CIC) at Woodlands Primary entered the school into the 
‘McDougalls Young Baking Team of the Year 2019’ competition. With the 
Headteacher, the CIC organised ‘cook-offs’ in the school to select a team of 3 pupils, 
who then designed a two-course menu themselves with the theme of Local Produce. 

Despite a record number of entries from schools around the country, Woodlands 
Primary have been selected for the national final. This will be held at ‘The Main Event’ 
in Birmingham Conference Centre on Thursday 11 July. This is the premier event in 
the school meal’s industry and is organised by The Association for Excellence in 
Education (LACA). 



The team from Woodlands Primary will cook their menu, in a live ‘Bake Off’ style event 
with the winning school receiving £1,000 worth of catering equipment for their school. 
The competition this year will be working with Birmingham Mind, the mental health 
charity. Schools in previous years reported a clear link off the back of the competition 
between cooking and an increase in pupil confidence. 

On the day of the final, before the live bake off, all pupils from the five shortlisted 
schools will also be taking part in a one hour workshop, which will involve resilience 
training to help relax the pupils and ensure they feel comfortable, confident and excited 
for the final ahead. Officers from the catering service will be attending the live final to 
support and cheer on the school.


